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INTERESTING POLITICAL HISTORY.
he Presidonts and their Cabinets.

A A A A

The formation of a new administration, by the
appointment of the cabinet, or great officers of state,
is always an interesting period of political history.
Inthe Hsgavrp of the 10th March, soon after the
fermation of President Pierce's cabinet, we gave full
Nsta of the names of members of cabinets under the
varions administrations of our national government,
feom fhat of General Washington, in 1789, to the |
present time. We also noticed the circumstances
which cansed the difficulties in the ecabinets of |
Washington and John Adams, and the impressions
whieh the persoral character and qualifications of
the svecessive Presidents made upon the government
sad efficers of the country during the period of their
sdministrations. 1t will, we shink, be interesting
%o give some account of the formation and dissolu-
sion of eabinets, and the intrigues of politicians con-
meoted therewith.

Passsing over the administrations of Jefferson, |
Madison, Monroe, and John Quincy Adams—
ander which, with a few exceptions in the case of |
Madison, the eabinet members generally ceincided |
im feeling with the respective Presidents, and co- l

|
|

eperated with them—as possessing few points of fp-
perest at this time, we come to the memorable ad- |
ministration of Andrew Jackson, which commenced |
im March, 1829, and continaed through a period of |
eight years. Jackson, who may be called the * last |
of the cocked hats,”" was also the last President who |
was re-elected. !
jreat expectations were formed that a brilliant |
and talented cabinet would be selected by General |
Jackeon, after his triumphant election, by & large
popular majority, over Mr. Adams—and some disap-
pointment was expressed that he had failed to choose
the strongest men from among the leaders of the
party which had elevated him to the Presidency.
In consequence of the death of De Witt Clin-
ton, a few months previous o the, election
of President, in 1525, it was generally con-
oeded that Martin Van Buren, who succceeded
Mr. Clinton as Governor of New York, and on whom
the Jackson party nnited in this State, occupied the
most prominent position of any of the democratic
leaders for o seat in the cabinet. [Te was, therefore,
made Secretary of State. As to the Treasary Depart- |
ment, much difference of opinion prevailed, and va-
rious candidates for Secretary were recommended to
the President. Jackson himself preferred the late
Henry Baldwin, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, (after-
wards Judge of the Urited Stutes Supreme Court,)
and on his way from Tennessee to Washington in-
yited Baldwin to accompany him, with the assur-
ance of his heing placed at the bead of the Treasury. |
Dut there was at that time in Pennsylvania a power- |
ful clique of democratic leaders who were devoted |
o the interests of Vice DPresident Culhoun, and not |
originally Jackson men. A large propurtion of
the Penneylvania delegation in Congress were of this |
Calhoun clique and determined to prevent theappoint- |
ment of Baldwin, who was an original friend of Gen. |
Jnek=on. They therefore brought forward, as their |
choice for Secretary of the Treasury, Samuel D, |
Ingham;, one of their own clique, and a member of |
Congress from Bucks county. As ihirteen of the
twenty Jackson members of Congress from Pennsyl- |
vania were in favor of the appointment of Mr. Ing-
bam, and represented to the President that he was
the choice of Peunsylvania, Gen. Jackson relue-
tantly gave op his own choice, and appointed Mr.
Ingham. A few months afterwards he placed his
friend Baldwin on the hench of the Supreme Conrt.
For Seeretary of War, Gen, Jackson selected Ma-
jor Jen H. Eaton, who at that time was one of the
United States Benators from Tennessee, and had held
a seat in that body fur more than ten years. He was
the particular friend and biographerof Gen. Jackson.
‘When invited by the President to become a member
of the cabinet, be desired to be excosed, and ouly
gave up his objections at the pressing solicitations
of Jackson, Mr. Desha, a member of Congress
from Tenneseee, in a letter to Duff (ireen, pub
Fighed in the summer of 1831, says i—** T was one
of General Jackson's original, warm, personal,
and political friends, who have been denounced for
0o othier reason, as [ belleve, but that T could not
say Major Eaton was one of the greatest men in the
nation, and that Mus. Eaton was a slandered woman. |
I was in the city when it was ramored that Major
Baton would be appointed in the cabinet, (n few
days before the General was inangurated.) | waited |
on the Prezident, and gave him my opinjon, honest-
Iy, that it would be sn unfortunate appointment ;
that | eould see disappointinent and mortification ia |
the countenances of Lis friends ; that the country |
expected him to select men for his cabinet of the
firet talent in the nation ; that Major Eaton was not |
one of that description. The Presddent’'s answer |
was, that Mr. Eaton was a talentad man, and that |

]

be was well informed that it would be a very popu- l

Iar appointment in New York and Pennsylvanin”’

John Branch, of Nerth Carolina, wos selected by
the President né Becretary of the Navy. He was one
of the United States Senators from his native |
State, and it seems he was partly indebted |
to the influence of Major Eaton for Lis appointment
to the Navy Department. In an address to the pub- |
lie, in Beptember, 1531, published after the dissolu- |
tion of the eabinet, Major Eaton say=:—* Mr. Branch |
and mysell were born and reared in t e same county |
of North Carolina, educated at the same college, and i
had been associates and friends in early and ad- |
vanced life. 1 solicited his appointment as a mem- |
ber of the cabinet, and at the President's request |
informed him of the selection. He made no ohjec- |
tion—not the least, save on the ecore of a medest |
distrust of hLis competency, and expressed at the
time mwech gratitode towards the President, and ex-
hibited much good feeling towards mysell.” I

William T. Barry, of Kertucky, who was appointed
Postmaster Ceneral, was g zealous friend of General
Jaekson, and had made o strong run for Governor of |
Kentacky, at the Angust election, in 1893, althourh
ummesessful. Major Eaton says:— Mr. Barry was
oppeinted, from the confidence reposed in him by |
the President, derived from his personal knowledge |
of his worth and merits. Between Mr. Van Buren,
Mr. Barry, and mysell, the most cordial friendship haa
always subsisted ; nothing has ever arisen to inter-
rupt in the least our friendly relations.”

The same gentleman further remarks :—'* [ met
all the members of the cabinet as friends, personal
and political, vo whom was assigned the highest
destiny, by harmony of feeling among themselves, of
giving unity of design and vigor of action to the ad-
ministration of Ceneral Juckson. In the same light,
T am sure, did he consider us. In the singleness of
his heart and the ardorof his putriotism, he snapested
not that there was amongst us any other olject than
by our cordial support to enable him in the cabinet,
as he bad done in the field, ' ta fill the mensure of
his country's glory,! Far otherwise were the feelings
of Messre. Ingham, Branch, und Berrien."

John McPherson Berrien, whom Gen. Jackson ap- |
pointed Attorney General, was one of the United |
Btates Senators from Georgia. He had been upani-
mouely eleeted to the Senate in Nov. 1524, by the
friends of Mr. Crawford, who were predominant in
the Legislature of Georgla. IHe was, therefore, sup-
posed to be o Crawford man, of the same school
z Mr. Van Buren; but whea in the cabinet,

feemns 10 hove indicated a preferonce for Mr.
Calhoun over Mr. Van Buren,as the sneceasor of
General Jackson, although he says he endeavored
%o inculeate the propriety of abetai ning from all
agitation of that question. Major Faton snys—
“With Mr. Berrien | had been on terma of intimacy,
and supposing him to Le a man of talents and bonor,
was pleased that he wus selected, The President
requested me to confer with him in relation ta his
seceptance. At that time we were in habita of the
kipdest intercourre. He seemed highly fattered by
this manifestation of the President's confidence, and
offered no objection to an acceptance, excopt iti

| ington.

| member of their social circle,

mating & pomible interferemce with his private
businesa.” 3

Mr. Berrien, in am address to the public, mys:
“The sanuncistion of the sames of the intended
cabinet seemed to me to present an insuperable bar
to my acceptance of the office which was tendered
to me. Ithonght I foresaw clearly the evils which
have too obviously resulted from the seleetion. A
gentleman, high in the confilencesof the President,
whom he consulted, expressed his decided eonviction,

founded on a long and intimate knowledge of the 1

President'’s character, that he wonld himself speedily
see and correct the evil. I yielded to those sugges-
tiong, and tock my seat in the cabinet.” Mr. Berrien
was the ouly member of this cabinet who turned
whig after ita ruptare. He became an influential
leader of the opposition to Jackson and Van Buren,
and was elected to the U. 8. Senate by the whig Le-

| gielature of Georgia, m 1840,

There is no evidence that Mr. Van Buren had any
hand in the formation of the cabinet. He had been
elected Governor of New York in November, 1528,
and after the 1st of January, 1820, remained at Al-
bany to fuliil the duties of Governor for a brief pe-
riod, before he resigned that office, on the 12th of
March, Itshould be remarked, that the Jackson
party of 1828, which had clected Gen. Jackson Presi-
dent and Mr. Calhoun Vice President, was composed
of heterogeneous materials; namely, of the original
supporters of Jackson in 1524, of the friends of Cal-
houn, of those who had supported Crawford, and
4 few of those who had gome for Clay, but now pre-
ferred Jackson to Adame; also, of the dissatisfied
Adams and Clay men, wheo deserted the administra-
ticn, for the support of Jackson, in 1528, It was
necessary, for she purpose of harmony and eoncilia-
tion, to select the members of the cabinet and other
prineipal public officers from the different sections of
the party. Accordingly, in the cabinet, the Craw-
ford men were represented by Van Buren and Ber-
rien, the original Jackson men by Eaton and
Barry, and the Calbhoun men by Ingham and Branch.
It soon beeame evident that the cabinet was divided
thus:—Messre, Ingham, Branch and Berrien as the
friends of Vice President Calbhoun, and Measrs. Van
Buren, Eaton, snd Barry as his opponents. It was,
however, the general public impression that the in-
fluence of Mr. Calhoun was preponderant at Wash-
His friend, Gen. Duff Green, who was then
public printer and editor of the Teegraph, the
government organ, was the constant adviser of the
President, whoee early appointments of individuals
to public office were considered decidedly adverse to
the withes and interests of Van Buren, and favorghle
to those of Calhoun. The star of the Vice President
was deemed to be in the ascendant; and it was ge-
nerally believed that the influence of the President
wonld be exerted to promote his eleyation to the Pre-
sidency upon his own retirement, which was then un-
derstood would take place at the end of the term of
four yeare—Gen. Jackson having, during the Presi-
dential canvass, expressed himself in favor of the
one term principle, and adverse to a re-election of
President. Public expectation, with regard to Mr.
Calboun's prospects, was jot, however, destined te
be realized.

While the patropage of the executive wasso di-
rected publicly to strengthen Mr. Calhoun's party, by
placing many of his friende in important posts, the
ground on which he stood was crumbling beneath
him, and measures were in train to create a breach
between him and the President. To Mr. Calhoun,
ag o more early and efficient supporier, the Presi-
dent had given a greater share of confidence, and
manifested a warmer feeling, than he had origiually
bestowed upon the Becrerary of Etate, Mr. Van
Burcn. In this particular the Becretary labored
under & disadvantage; but circumstances soon ena-
bled him to obtain a great superiority of influence
over the mind of the President. Major Baton in-

| forms us that, “the moment Mr. Van Buren was

appointed Secretary of State, jealousy and
fenr arcse, and then the desire was to place
around the President as many of Mr. Cal
houn's friends as possible, to counteract the
apprehended and dreaded influence, a part of which

| I most gratuitously was supposed to be, Devoted

a# 1 was said to be to Gen, Jackson and the success
of hie administration, my appointment was calculated
rather to thwart than to promote their ulterior de-
glgnz. It wos deemed necessary to prevent it ; but
*if that could not be effected, then adeqguate means
wire to be resorted to to get me out of the way:
Months had rolled away, and as yet the President
had never seen and corrected the evil, as was ex-
pected. Mr. Van Buren, it was feared, had gained,
and was galning go fast upon my esteem, that serious
apprebensions were outertulned that 1 should full
within the vertex of his influence, In addition, it
was imagined. or rather feared, that General Jackson
might consent to a re-election, and reasons were dis-
cerned why Van Buren would desire it as a matter of

| interest to Lim, and how, throngh my influence, the

matter might succeed, and the claims of Mr. Cal-
houn be deferred, his prospects iojured, and he be
driven into retircment. The malign influence must
be removed, and to accomplish it, T was to retire, not
enly from the cabinet, but {rom Washington. The
Eecretary of War was not qoalifled for the daties of
the War Diepartuient, yet he might be sent to repre-
sent hig country at one of the most important courts
of Europe. [(en. Green had proposed, it was said,
that Major Eaton hould accept the mission to Rus
sla, a= an honorable exchange for the War Depart-
mentd.] He (the Secretary) and his family were not
fit ard good society for the families of sach pure
honorables us Ingham, Branch, and Berrien. and yet
they were to be considered * good society ' enough
for one of the first und most powerful monarchies of
nrope.
' .\;ﬂj-,r Eaton had, in January, 1529, married the
widow of Mr. Timberlake, a purser in the navy.
This lady's maiden name was O Neal, of a family re-
siding in Washington city. Althongh an elegnut

| and faecinoting woman, the ladies of the must

fasbionable socicty of Washington, on account of
some supposed irregularities, before she was the wife
of Timberlake, had refused to admit Mrs, Eaton as o
Mrs. Calhoun, Mra,
Ingham, Mre. Brauch, gud Mrs. Berrien, in confor-
mity to what was deemed the public opinion of fe-
male society in Washington, relused to associate
with Mra. Eaton, or to vieit her, or invite her to their
partles. Mijor Eeton, in his statement before re-
ferred to, says :—"I never complained of any one
for not associating with me or my family. To see
my house filled with unwilling or reluctant visiters,
congtrained to call by the command of power, could
never be desired by me. Happily, I was never de-
pendent on such authority for friends, associates and
visiters. Always, when my doors were open, at
arge parties and ot social calls, T met friends who
evinced, by their frank and open demeanor, that they
came of their own volition, and not through hope of
reward or fear of punishment. It istrue I did not
meet somme of my colleagues, or thelr families, nor
some of their associates of the same political stamp,
but 1 met ladies agd gentlemen gnite as respectable
und eqvslly a8 agreeable. If, asis true, Iand my
fumily were not invited to the houser of Mersrs:
Ingham, Branch and Berrien, »o neither were they
invited to mine, and in this we were equal; and
neither, 15 1 conceived, had a right to complain.”

Af President Jackson warmly sympathized in the
feelings and resentment of the Becretary of War in
the matters affecting the domestic relations of the
latter, which we have referred to, the Becretarios of
the Treasury and Nuvy, and Attorney Generpl, as
the objects of that resentment, gradually lost his con-
fidence, which was transferred to the Secretary of
State, whose course, both in public and private, had
a0 completely harmonized with the wishes of Limeclf
and Lis {rienda.  Being a widower, Mr. Van Buren
was not bound to take any part in the controveray
respecting the domestic relations of the Seoretary of
War, and, of course, kept aloof from it.  Mr. Branch,
in Lis statement, however, remarks—"Mr. Van Buren
had become latterly the almost eole confilant and
wdviser of the President. How he obtained this in.
fluence might be a subject of curious and entertain.
ing inqoiry: bet [ shall not prrsne it | may add
however, that amongst the mesns employed wor

the most devoted and assiduous attention to M.
Eaton, and uncesaing efforts 1o bring herinto notice,
especially with the families of foreign ministers.”
Mr. Branch also says:—*From the moment of Major
Eaton's appointment, Gewveral Jackson began to
use his wtmost efforis to bring Mm. Eston into
publie favor and distinction. He frequently spoke
of the neglect Mrs, KEaton received when
she attempted to appear at public places.
He did not fail to intimate that it would
be & most acceptable service rendered him if the
members of his cabinet would aid in promoting this
object. I felt greatly embarrassed by such appesls
to myself. It was impossible for me to comply with
his wishes on this point. In any other matter in
which I could, with a proper respect for myself and
the feelings of my family, have complied with an in-
timation of this desire, no one would have done so
more cheerfully than myself. By way of diverting
his mind, 1 several times spoke of the difficulty he
would experience in attempting to regulate the inter-
course of the ladies; that they were, in matters of that
kind, uncontrollable and omnipotent; that he would
find less difficulty in fighting over again the battle
of New Orleans. Finally, when the President found
that his efforts to introduce Mrs. Eaton into sosiety
proved abortive, he became every day less commu-
picative, and more formal in his hospitalities, until
there could be no doubt that, as to myself, an un-
friendly influence had obtained an sscendancy in
hia private councils."” .

The difficulties in the cabinet continued for abont
two years, when, on the 20th of April, 1831, the pub”
lic wus astouished by the information, promulgated
through the official journal at Washington, that the
members of the cabivet had resigned, and the most
lively curiosity was manifested to learn the canses of
this unexpected movement. The letters of the seve
ral members of the cabinet were published; but they
served rather to inflame than to gratify the public
feeling, The Becretary of War, Mr. Eaton, first re
signed, witkout assigning any reason, on the 7th o
April, and he was followed by the Becretary of State,
Mr. Van Buren, on the 11th of April, who assigned
a8 a reason, that circumstances beyond his control
had presented him before the public as a candidate
for the succession to the Presidency, and that the in-
juricus effects necessarily resulting from a cabinet
minister's holding that relation to the country, had
leit him only the alternative of retiring from the ad-
ministration, or of sabmitting to a sel-disfranchise-
ment bardly reconcileable with propriety or self-
respect. This was considered a curions reason, as
Mr. Vau Pvren had not been formally nominated as
a candideta. smd men's thoughts had scarcely wan-
dered beyond the election of 1832, to that of 1536.

Mesers. Ingham and Branch, having each received
intimations of a wish on the part of the President
that they ehould resign, as heads of the Treasury and
Navy Departments, their resignations were forthwith
made, and accepted by the President, in formal
letters, expressive of his satisfaction with their official
conduct, and stating his motive for requiring their
resignation. This was, to use his own words, that
having concluded to accept the rezignations of the
Secretaries of State and of War, he had come to the
conviction that he must entirely renew his cabinet.
“Its members had been invited by mey” he remark-
ed, “to the etations they occupied. It had come
together in great harmony, and as a unit. Under
the circumstances in which I found myself, I could
not but perceive the propriety of ;selecting a cabinet
composed of entirely new materials, as being calen-
lated, in this respect at least, to command public con-
fidence, and satisty public opinion,”

The intimation of his intention to rcorganize his
cabinet was aleo considered to extend to the Attor-
ney General, Mr. Berrien, who was then on a visit to
Georgia. His resignation was accordingly tendered
and accepted, upon his return to the seat of govern-
ment, on the 15th of June, The cabinet had been
partially reorganized, about a month previous, by the
appointment of the Secretaries of State and of the
Navy. The arrangements, however, were not fually
completed until after the resignation of the Attorney
General, it being arranged that the Postmaster
General, Mr. Barry, who had not apparently been
connectegd with the difficulties in the cabinet, should
remain in office. He accordingly continued & mem-
ber of the cabinet notil 1833, when he resigned, and
was succeeded by Amoe Kendall. Mr. Barry was at
the same time appointed Minister to Spain, aud died
in England, in Angust, 1335,

Inthe meantime, & misunderstanding had oceurred
between the President and Viee-President, which
continned to inerease until it ended in an open rup-
ture, The quarrel originated in the view taken by
Mr. Calhonn, in 1819, when Secrctary of War, of
the eonduct of General Jackson during the Hemi.
pole campaign. In the discussions which took place
in Mr. Monrce's cabinet, Mr. Callioun proposed that
a court of inquiry should be held on General Jack-
som's conduct, inasmuch as he bad transcended his
orders. Mr. Crawford, then Becretary of the Trea-
sury, also advocated a course which would have
Leen a censure on General Jackson. The Secretary
of State, Mr, Ademg, vindicated the course of the
General, who was also sustained by President
Monrce, and all proceedings against him were re-
linquished, government determining to justify his
cenduct in the military operations referred to,

Iu May, 1530, a letter from Mr. Crawford to Mr.
Fureyth was placed in the hands of General Jack-
gon by the agency of a particular friend of Mr. Van
Buren, then at Washington, accusing Mr. Cathoun
of having proposed a censure upon him for his con-
duct in the Beminole campaign above mentioned.
This letter was transmitted to Vice-President Cal-
houn by the President, with an intimation that
‘4 was go contrary to his impressions of the
course be bad supposed Mr. Culbionu to have parsued
as to require some explanation. Mr. Calhoun re-
plied, and showed, by referring to the correspon-
dence hetween General Jackson and the government,
in 1818, that he had a right to conclude that the
General knew Mr. Calboun’s opinion to be that he
had transcended his orders, and that his vindica.
tion had then been placed on other and distinct
gronnds, Mr, Calthoun then proceeded to inguire
into the motives which bad led, at this late period,
to a renewal of this discussion, and avowed his be-
liet that it had originated in a desire to detract from
his influence with the President, and thus to destroy
Lis paelitical ktanding with the friends of the admin,
inistration. A long and protracted correspondence
ensued, 'n which Mr. Crawford, and several of hia
confidential friends, took part; and, although Mr.
Van Buren disclaimed all knowledge of the prelimi-
nary movements which had led to this disclosure and
correspondence, still the respective claims of Mr.
Calbicun and Mr. Van Buren npon the snccession
to General Joackson, and the political relations
of the ngents who appeared as the prime movers
in this affair, produced a genera! impression, particu-
larly among the friends of Calhoun, that its sole
ohject was to create a breach between the Pregident
and Vice President, with the view of destroying the
prospects of the latter as a rival candidate for the
Presidency. If such was the object, it was effected
by the correspondence between Gen. Jackson and
Mr. Calhoun; and, in February, 1831, it was pub.
lished by the latter, with an address to the people
of the United States, stating the painful eircum-
etanses and reluctance under which he came before

lhe’rululjc. .
“The origin,'” he says, “goes lar baok beyond the

date of the prosent correspoudence, and had for its
object, not the advantage of Gon, Juckson, but my
political destruction, with motives which [ leave you
(the public) to interpret.  The enmity of Mr. Craw-
ford to me, growing out of political controversies
long since pasced, alforded a ready and powerful in-
strument by which to operate ; and it was early
directed sgaingt me, with the view ol placing Gen.
Juckson and myself in our present relationa.
With dhat motlve, in the midst of the swvers
political struggle which ended in  elevating
Lim to the Prosidential chair, and in which
T took o part eo carly and decidedly in his
fuvor, a correspondence waa opened at  Nash-
ville, nuknown to, and unexpected by me, in Decem
er, 1527, which commenced that chain of artfu

|

operations that has terminated by inveolving General
Jacksom and myself in the present correspondence.
A copy of the letter which opened this operation has
been placed in my possession, It was written by Mr.
Crawford to Alfred Balch, Esq., of Noshville, and
is dated 14th December, 1527. The movement thus
commenced did not terminate with this letter. It
was followed by other attacks from the same and
other quarters, some of which are indicated in the
correspondence. [ remained ignorant and wnsuspi-
cious of these secret movements against me, until the
spring of 1828, when vague rumors reached me; but
1 treated them with silent neglect, relying confidently
for protection on the friendly relations which had
#0 long existed between General Jackson and myself,
and the uniform and decided conrse which I had
taken in his faver, in the political struggle then
pending.”

The publication of this correspondence a
few doys before the close of the term of
the Twenty-first Congress, in March, 1531,
was one of the causes which hastened the dimsolu-
tion of the eabinet immedistely afterwards, namely,
in April, 1681. From that time there was a com-
plete rupture between the President and Vice Presi-
dent and their respective friends, and Mr. Calhoun
and his supporters acted afterwards in epposition to
the administration of Gen. Jackson.

In October, 1831, Mr. Calhoun published a reply
to some parts of Major Eaton's address to the pablic,
Alluding to the course of Mrs. Calhioun, in refusing
to vizit Mre. Faton, the Vice President remarks, that
be told hia wite that “he approved of her decision,
though,” he says, “1 foresaw the difficulties in which
it would probably involve me; but that I viewed the
question involved as paramount to all political con-
siderations, and was prepared to meet the conse-
quences, as to myeelf, be they what they might. The
road to faver and patronage lay directly before me,
could 1 have been base enough to tread it. The in.
timate relation between General Jackson and Major
Eaton was well known, as well as the interest that
the formertook in Mrs. Eaton's case; but as degraded
asI would have felt myself, had I sought favorin that
direction, I would not have considered the infamy
less had we adopted the course we did from any
other motive than a high and o saered regard to
duty. It was not, in fact, a question of the exclusion
of one already admitted into society, but the admis.
gion of one already excluded. It is equally beyond
the scope of "power, or influence, to exclude the vir-
tuous and unsuspected female from society, as expe-
rience has found it to raise the suspected to that ele-
vation.”” “General Jackson never consulted me as
to the formation of his cabinet, He was even then,
as it now appears, alienated from me, by means
which bave been explained on a former occasion.”

The movement on the part of Mr. Van Buren, in
promoting and advizing a discolation of the cabinet,
proved a judicious and fortunate one for his own in-
terests, and for the futare tranquillity of Gen. Jack-
son in administering the government. He was
appointed Minister to England by the President, but
recalled, on account of being rejected by the Henate
by the casting vote of Vice President Calhoun. Thia
circumgtance anided his nomination and election to
the Vice Presidency, from whence his transference
1o the Presidency, by the election of 1536, was easily
effected.

As a further measure to insore the prostration of
Mr. Calhoun, and ruin his prospects for the Presi-
dency, it was resolved by his opporeunts, soon after
the accession of Gen. Jackson, to induce the latter
to consent to & re-election, Accordingly, as early as
December, 1520, the New York Courier and En-
quirer—thena Jackson paper—intimated that the re-
election of Gen. Jackson was desirable, and ventured
to euggest that Mr. Van Buren mightbe a candidate,
provided he declined. In March, 1830, t1e same
paper gaid: ** We repeat that Gen, Jackson, and he
only, will be the candidate of the republican party
for the mext Presidency.) The proprietor of the
Niw Yorz HErarp, Mr. Bennett, then one of the
editors of the Courter and Enguirer, was among the
earliest political writers, at the time, who urged this
course. Gen. Jackson was nominated for re-clection
by the democratic members of the Peansylvanis
Legislature, on the 31t March, 1830, which course
was soou followed in New York, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Alabams, and [linois—all of which
nemirations took place before the dissolution of the
cabivet and the previous publication of Mr. Cal-
houn's correspondence with Gen. Jackson.

The new cabinet, which was not completely organ
jzed nutil lote in the summer of 1831, was constitnted
4 follows:— Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, Secre-
tary of State; Louis Mclane, of Delaware, Becre-
trury of the Treasury; Lewis Cass, of Michigan,
Secretary of War; Levi Woodbury, of New
Humypehire, Eecrelary of the Navy; Roger B
Taney, of Maryland, Attoruey-General. Thia
calinet, the members of which were all friendly
to Mr. Van Bures, was not ouly superior to that
which preceded it, but mizht fairly compare with
most of those of previous administratious; and il
character furnished strong testimony of the tribute
paid to public opiuion, in the selection of his advis-
ers, by a President of great personal popularity,

During Geneval Jackson's second term thiere were
severnl changes in the cabinet, as follows :—Mr. Liv-
ingston recigned as Secretary ef State, on being ap-
pointed Minister to Frauce, in 1533 ; and Louis Me-
Lane was traneferred to the State Departmnent from
that of the Treasury; he resigned in 1434, and John
Forsyth, of Georgia, wns appointed in his place.
William J. Duane, of Pennsylvania, was appointed
Secretary of the Treasury, in place of Mr. McLane,in
1533; but in consequence of refosing to remove the
public deposits from the United States Bank, he was
removed by General Jackson, and Roger B. Taney
{ Attorney-General) appointed to succeed him; and
the Eenate, not confirming Mr. Taney, Levi
Woodlury was transferred from the Navy
to the Trearury Department, in 1534, Mallon
Dickerson, of New Jersey, succeeded Mr. Wood-
bury in the Navy Department, und Benjamiu
F. Butler, of New York, was appointed Attorncy
General in [* ceof Mr. Taney, Amos Kendall was
appointed Mostmaster General, in place of Mr.
Barry, appointed Minister to Spain, in 1535. In
these different changes in the cabinet, the utmost
barmony was kept ufl between the President and
members, except in the case of Mr. Duane. John
H. Eaton was appointed Minister to Spain, by Gen,

Jackson, in 1834,
On Mr. Van Buren's aoeession to the Presidency,

he continued in the cabinet Messrs. Forsyth, Wood-
bory, Dickerson, Kendall and Butler, and appointed
Joel R. Puinsett Becretary of War, in place of
General Cass, who was sent to Frauce as minister.
Grest unanimity prevailed in this cabinet; but sun-
dry changes took place after a time, in consequence
of resignations, viz: James K. Panlding, of New
York, appointed Secrctary of the Navy, in place of
Mr. Dickerson, in 1838; John M. Niles, of Connec-
ticut, Postmaster Generad, in place of Mr. Kendall,
in 1840; Felix Grundy, of Tennessce, Attorney
Gienernl, in place of Mr. Butler, in 1834, Mr, Grun,
dy resigned in Jan. 1840, and was succeeded by
Henry D. Gilpin of Pennsylvania.

The cabinet appointed by Gen. Harrison, on his
accession to the Presidency, in March, 1841, was
compored of the following prominent whigs, vig.; -
Becretary of  State, Daniel Webster, of Maa;
Treasury, Thomus Ewing, of Olkio; War, John Bell,
of Tennessee; Navy, George E. Badger, of North
Curclina; Postmaster General, Francia Umager, of
New York; Attorney General, John J. Crittenden,
of Kentucky.

This cabinet was retained in office by John Tyler,
when be succesded to the Presidency, on the death
of Harrison, in - April, 1841, Althougs by this net
of Mr. Tyler, and the sentiments contained in the
pddress which he issued to the peaple, the whig par-
ty generally felt that the new President would co-
cperate with the majority of Congress in carrying
out the views and desires of those by whom he had
teen elected, there were some who bad long
Ynown Mr. Tyler, who thought otherwise, The
whigs among this class  of  observers  appre-
hended that he would earry with him into the
Presidency his pecullar notions of a  striet

construction of the
the Virginia sghool of , inwelving peinci-
ples which, if carried eut, wonld prove repugnant to
the views of public pelicy entertalned by the whig
party, and defeat measures which they deemed ne-
ceseary to restore the prosperity of the country.

Among the messures considered indispensable by
the whigs, on coming into power, in 1641, waa the
incarporation of & National Bank, and on that sub-
jeet, it is well known Mr. Tyler and his cabinet
came into collision. The New York HERALD wua
among the first of the journals which attempted to
enlighten the public mind with regard to the real
state of the case, and of the political principles of
John Tyler. The late Becretary of the Navy, Mr.
Kennedy, who was a member of the Congress which
passed the bank bills, wrote a small work called
“Defence of the Whigs,” in whieh he attributes great
influence %0 the HxmraLp and its them correspondent
st Washington, in consequence of the accuracy of
the information oltained, and the policy and views
of the executlve shadowed forth in our correspon-
dence and editorials.

President Tyler having retnrmed with his vetoes,
two successive bills to charter a national bank,
which had been passed by Congress, and the whig
leaders becoming satisfled that harmony and co-
operation with the President were impossible, all the
members of the cabinet, with the exception of Mr.
Webster, resigned on the 11th of Beplember. It was
understood that Mr. Webster remained in the cabi-
net for the purpose of completing the negotiations
with Great Britain, then in progress, respecting the
Northeast boundary. He also observed, in a letter
dated 13th Beptember, to the editors of the National
Intelligencer: “Lest any misapprehension should ex-
ist a8 to the reasons which have led me to differ
from the course.pursucd by my late colleagues, 1
wish to say that [ remain, first, because I have seen
no sufficient reason for the dissolution of the late
cabinet by the voluntary act of ita own members.
Notwithstrnding what has passed, I have eonfidence
that the President will co-operate with the Legis-
lature in overcoming all difficulties,” &e.

Mr. Webster remained in the cabinet over two
years, and resigned in May, 1843, Tt was expected
by some that the President would select the mem-
bers of his new cabinet from the ranks of the demo-
cratic party, but he promptly made his appoint-.
ments of the following distinguished whigs and con-
servatives, viz, :—Walter Forward, of Pennsylvania,
Becretary of the Treasury; John McLean, of Ohio,
Secretary of War; Abel P. Upshur, of Virginia,
Becretary of the Navy; Charles A. Wickliffe, of
Kentucky, Postmaster General; Hugh 8. Legare, of
South Caroling, Attorney General. These nominations
were all confirmed by the Senate. Judge McLean
decliving the office, Juhn C. Bpencer, of New York,
was appuinted to take charge of the War Department.
Thus the new cabinet wad formed in a more satisfac-
tory manner to the public than had been anticipated
by the whigs, while the hopes of the democrata
were gomewhat dampened.

Various changes took place in the cabinet during
the administration of John Tyler, in consequence
of deaths and resignations, without having any im-
portant infiuence on the politica of the coantry.
Hugh B. Legare succeeded Mr. Webster as Secretary
of State,in May, and died June 20, 1843 ; Abel P,
Upshur succeeded Mr. Legare,%hnd died Febraary 25.
1844; John C. Calhoun wasuppointed March 6, 1844,
and greatly contributed to the annexation of Texas.

, imbibed in |

John C. Bpencer was transferred to the Treasury De- |

partment on the resignation of Mr. Forward, in
March, 1843, and having resigned in June, 1544, was
succeeded by George M. Bibb, of Kentucky. James
M. Porter, of Pennsylvania, was appointed to succeed
Mr. Spencer in the War Department, but being re-
jected by the Henate, was succeeded by William
Wilking, of the same Btate. David Henshaw, of
Massachusetts, appointed Becretary of the Navy,
was rejected by the Senate, and succeeded by Thomas
W. Gilmer, who was killed on board the steamer
Princeton, as was also Mr. Upshur, on the 25th of
February, 1344. He was succeeded by John Y.
Mason, of Virginia. John Nelson, of Maryland,
succeeded Mr. Legare aa Attorney General.

These successive cabinet changes nnder Tyler had
very little influence on Congress or the country; but
it is not to be denied that the foreign relations of the
United States were ably managed during this ad.
ministrution.

The ecabinet appointed by Rresident Polk waa
composed as follows:—James Buchanan, Secretary
of State, Robert J, Walker, Becretary of the Trea-
gnry; William L. Marcy, Secretary of War; George
Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy; Cave Johnson
Postmaeter General; Jolin Y. Mason, Attorney Gene-
rul. This proved a strong cabinet, and managed the
affhirs of the country and foreign relations, including
the Mexican war, with ability. Mr. Bancroft re-
signed in September, 1846, and was appointed Minis-
ter to England, John Y. Mason succeeded him, and
Nathan Clifford was appointed Attorney General,
and, on being appointed Commissioner to Mexico,
was succeeded by Tsane Toucey, of Connecticut, in

the cabinet.
Mr. Polk, it is well known, was greatly indelted

to the late Silas Wright and his pelitical friends [or
his clection, which depended upon the electoral
votes of the Btate of New Yorlk; bat their wishes
were disregarded in the formation of the cabinet.
The President having informed Mr. Van Buren
and Mr. Wright that he had come to the con-
clusion that, either the State or the Treasury
Department ghould bhe committed to the charge
of o citizen of the State of New York; there-
npon the ex-I'resident and Governor Wright
recommended Benjamin'F. Butler for Secratary of
Btate, or A. C. Flagg for Secretary of the Treasury.
The President, however, tendered the appointment
of Secretary of the Treasury to Governor Wright
himself; but he was so situated that, even if he had
(esived the office, he could not honorably accept it.
He had repeatedly pledged himself that, if elected
(iovernor, he would not accept any office under the
national government., Mr. Polk then tendered to
Mr. Butler the office of Secretary at War, but he de-
clined, as the duties to be performed by that officer
would lead him go far from the line of his profession
a8 a lawyer, that the attempt to resume, succeasfully,
its practice, would be utterly hopelese.

About the time of this correspondence, the (rienda
of Mr. Marcy prepared a letter to the President,
tigned, a8 was alleged, by a majority of the demo
cratic members of the Legislature, requesting that
in case & New Yorker should be called to the cabi-
net, Mr. Marcy shogld be selected for that place.
This recommendation was successtul, and Mr. Marcy
wus appointed Secretary of War. The particular
friends of Governor Wright, (the radicals and barn-
burners,) regarded this selection with disfavor, and
sume feeling of rerentment. Many of the friends of
Mr. Marcy were openly opposed to the re-election of
Mr. Wrighs as Governor, and it was well understood
that the election of John Young, the whig candi-
date, and the defeat of Governor Wright, in 1846,
was owing to the votes of hunker friends of Mr.
Marcy.

The cabinet appointed by Gen. Taylor, consiating
of John M. Clayton, William M. Meredith, George
W. Crawford, William B. Preston, Thomas Ewing,
Jacobh Collamer, and Reverdy Johnson, was con-
sidered respectable in point of talent, but proved a
failure in practice in congequence of their unpopular
appointments to office, and their administration of
affairs generelly, without giving satisfaction to either
political party. They went out of office on the
death pf General Taylor, in July 1550, with the
odor of unpopularity attached to them, and it was
considered the part of wisdom in Mr. Fillmore,
when he announced an entirely new cabinet, on his
accession to the Presidency. The names were—
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State; Thomas
Corwin, Becretary of the Treasury; Charles M-
Conrad, Secretary of War; Willlam A, Graham,
Fecretary of the Navy; Alexander H. 1.
Stuart, Secretary of the Interior; Nathan K. Hall,
Postmaster General; John J. Crittenden, Attorney
General. The resignations have been, Wm. A, Gra-
ham, in whese place John P. Kennedy was ap-
pointed Becretary of the Navy, and Mr. Hall, a

‘succeeded as Becretary of State, by Edwurd Evere
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Postmaster Generl, waa succeeded by Samuel
Hubbard. Mr. Webster died in October last, and ¢

It remaing to be seen whether the cabinet »
cently appointed by President Pierce, and sele
from the varions sections and interesta of the 4
mocratic party, can hold together for any conside
ble length of time. Should the President be ab
to carry them with him through his term of offig
be will be admitted to possess more tact, conciliato]
and executive talents, than have been shown by eith|
of his predecessors in the Presidency.

New Publivations.

The public documents which we have received &
not numerous, though of an important nature. Thy
include the report of Mr. David L. Beymour, from
Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred su
dry memorials of American citizens relative to re
procal trade with the British Nortd American co
pies. With the nature of that report, our reade
are already aware, as also with thie speech of
Hon. 8. R. Mallory, of Florida, on the Fisherid
The other documents are connected with our o
Btate affaira. The first in the list is the Tenth A
nual Report of the Managers of the State Luna
Asylum; next, the act to proyide for the incorpo:
tion of Fire Insurance Companigs; next, the Annn
Report of the Canal Appraisers, which possesses p
culiar interest at this time; and last, forming an a
pendage to the latter, the Annual Report of the B
Engineer and Surveyor of the Canals of New Yo
for the year 1852,

We have also received two soclety documenta, o
of which possesses n class interest only, while f
other will enlist the attention of wll read philanth
piste. We allude to the Twenty-first Annual Repo)

resented to the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Socie!
Ey its Board of Muuagers, und the account of &f
tionsof the Central Reliel Committee of tY
viety of Friends, during the famine in Ireland,
1846 and 1847,
Apropos to the subject of death, we will notice
valuable work Dir. Banning, on the Mechanie
Pathology aud Treatment of Uhronic Direases, pul

lished by Messrs. Wilson & Co., of Beekman stres

}

1t is well worthy of perusal.

Mr. Ambler, of Broadway, has sent us two It
works on BSpiritunl Philosophy, which are intendd
to be followed by larger works. We reapectful
direct the attention of the inmutes of Utiea Asylo
to the fact,

In the magazine line we have received the “Unitq
Btates Review,” “Putnum’s Monthly,” “H
Quarterly Review,” “De Bow's Review,” and tH
“Tllustrated Magazine of Art,” all of which
charncteristicully excellent,

“Minifie'’s Mechanicul Drawing Book for Belf:l
struction,” continues to exhibit progressive lesson
and carries out satisiactorily the exeellent plan fi
proposed, Another eapital work is the ' New Syste
of Musical Notation for the use of the Blind," bg M|
Mahony, of the New York Institution for the Blin
The plan consists in using the re lettera of tH
alphabet instead of the notes themselves, and

well worthy of the attentlon of the friends of th
afllicted,

The poetical works of Gray, with a memeoir of t4
author, an elegant edition, have been sent to na b
G. P. Putnam & Co. Henry Carey Baird, of Phild
delphia, ia the publisher. Hince the death of We
nlmr, the demand for Gray's poems has been quif
arge.

e new “Diblical Atlas and Seriptural Atla
with descriptive notices of the Tabernacle and th
Temple,"” hns been published in a handsome volum
by the American Bunday School Union, 146 Chesn

et, Philadelphia, 1{is o valuable bhook of refe
ence for bible students,

The position which Mrm, Btowe has acquire
amongst one class, Miss Catherine Binc'air bids fa
to gain in another, b{ her novel of *“Beatrice,” puli
lished by Dewitt & Duvenport. “Uncle Tom'' wa
essentially a grosa eng[i:ution, entirely unrelieve
by those bye plota and plays of ﬂmc,y which render
book interesting, but in *“Beatrice” those faults
avoided. Itis a work written in the same spirit a
Michelet's ““Priests, Women and Families,” but e
hibita a power and searching critielsm which
French writer was not possessed of. When we co
gider the noise made in the world by Mra. Btowe an|
Migs Binclair, we cannot help thinking that thia i
indeed, the “‘age of women,'" and will hereafter
caﬁq?gucd after the “golden age” and the “iro
age.

8llr. Peterzon, of Philadelphia, has forwarded #o u
¢Clara Moreland,”” by Emerson Bennett, re-printe
from the Seturday Evewing Post, wherein it a
tracted a great deal of notice, and was conasid
every way worthy of being published in the regula
form, and illnstrated.

Among the reprints of English works which w|
have received are, “Flelding's Life of Jonatha
Wild," published by Stringer & Townsend, and
work entitled, “The Coming Struggle among
Nations of the Earth,” published by Mr. John Munj
fet. Ofthe charancter of the first we need not,
course, epeak; and of the second we will merely ot
zerve that it is a sort of prophecy regarding the pe
litical events of the next fifteen yeara. Instead, ho
ever, of auguring from astrology, the author take
the Bible for Lis horoscope.

Corbyn, No. 603 Brondway, has issued his illu
trated edition of “La Favorita,” by Donizetti. [
ghonld be in the bands of all opera goem,

Mr. W. Taylor, of Park place, has sent us Doagla
Jerrold's new pln{ of 5t. Curid.” and Mr. Cherry’
érama of the “Soldier's Daughter.” Of the first w
spoken in our theatrical notices, anc
the second is too well known and appreciated L
need criticism,

The Soulhern Commercinl Conventlon.
Meurius, Teno., February 1 1853,

Sk —The Commercinl Convention, held at Baltimors
in Decemor lnst, having adjourned to meet at this elc)
on the frst Mauday of June pext, the eitizens of Mem
phis bave rerolved, with great zeal and unanimity, t
recond she proposition

Thbe various important subjects dissnsmed at that con
vention .—Direet trude with Europe from Baltimore s
other Southern cities; the establishment of commerein
relations with the valley of the Amazon, the importanes
of which has been <o ably precented to public considern
tion by Lieuternnt Mewy; the extension and eompletior
of o system of railroads from the Joathern Atlantic
cities to the Missiecippi river; the great praject of & rail
way from the Missiasippd river to the Pacific const; an
other matters of vital conssquence to the South aw
West; will, doubtless, be renewed, with increased inter
est. in the discussions of the June eonvention.

We have been eommispionsd by our fellow sitizens ol
Memphis to lnyite you to be yresent on that interesting
oocasion, snd to pariicipate in the deliberations of the
eonvention,

It in needless for ue to emind you that the time has=
arrived when s vigorous and united e on the part of
the South and West, is required for the protection of their
i and the deyelog t of their resources and

power,

We biave great pleasure in tenfering to you, on behalt
of our fellow eitiyens, the hospitalities of the city and as
surances of a cordial weleome,

We have the honor to be, with t rex
dient servants, J. P PRYO]

COMMITIRE OF CORRERPONDENCR,

ot, your obe
Chairman.

Wm. A Booth,  Juo, T. Tresevint, Leon Trousdale,

A. Wright, H. C. Walker, F. A. Owen.

John Mnlin, . M., Currin, James C. Jones,

J. P, Caruthers, Juanos Sewell,  A. P. Merrill,

Jun. Wickersham, H. G 8mith, ‘Wi, R, Harrin,

E. M. Yerger, A M. Hopkina, A 8. Caldwell
Jumes H. Otey,  James L. Penn,  Smith P, Bankheac.
¥, P. Btanton, M. W, Lindsay,

To the Falr Pharisees of Britain,
Born in that rone where deafening thunders roar,
A fierce traditions of almighty lore,
rh:u burning wlil.iﬂwtud.: start the slothlnl air,

ud desolation reign sup iy "
Where lonely palms, a gaunt aod scatiered band,
As monuments to vegetation stand, P
And streamless bollowns in the desert rest,
Like undulations of & milkless breast; y
Where sune, which bring to other lands delight,
Purn na they beam, and with their t&'lnrlor blight
Where nature liea s prostrate feverish form,
With ‘ntermittent raving= in the storm—
In scenes like these the colored sona of earth,
Draw their subsistence from their native dearth,
And, lower than the beasts that 1 aroand,
Like slothful worms they drag alovg the ground;
Whilst tnullll{. dinleet is all that ean
Distinguish them ag of the speoies—man.
Reclaiwed from sloth and vileot degradation,
They 1o raired to servants in a foreign nation
Fed, clothied and ear'd for, by & manster’s haod
And happier far than in their native land;
Etrangers to hunger, vasier much their tark,
Than ibat of others weariog freedom's maek.
Ye graceful fair ones who deplore their lot—
Ye British mothers on your island spot—
Yo entin Pharisees who love to ronm
In search of evils flantlrul at home—
Leave to our eare the fictious slaves of Btowe,
And to (Le famished seamstrens kindly go:
Inapect the garret where the r urns,
And ask your starving sister what she earns.
Avk of your freeborn Tellow-being why
The reddened 1id sits heavy on her eye;
Lovk at bier poor white fingers, thin and long,
And thiok one mament of your ﬁnlt‘s wong.
Tmmortsl Hoad! his lines will tell you where
You thould bestow your philanthrople care,
The lines of him you left to starve in life,
Then compromised by pensioning his wife.

BT Is

Tur Grave o PresipeNT TAYLOR—A corres-
ponident of the New York (bserses writes an followa on n
mubjeet which ought to be of national interest :—" To
rench Genoral Tuylor's grave, you must w{mllhrmr?h by-
ways, and finally stop before a small enclosure on the tap
of o Bill, in anopen feld, sorrounded by & rude stone
wall; and just on the other side of the wall you will see n
yory plain vault, with a freut of limestone recke, roughly
hewn, and an iron deor, and that vou will be told is the
tomb of the once fumaous General Zashary Taglor, Presi
dent of the United States of America, No mmnmnt{n
been ereeted 1o his memory '—his namé has not eyen
been inseribed on his vault 1 In the centre of the small

veyard there is & monument erdeted to the memory of
iis father, Col. Richard Taylor, » revolutionary soldier.”’




